Reduced COMT activity as a possible environmental risk factor for breast cancer. Opinion.
Recent genetic epidemiological studies implicate a low activity form of catechol-O-methyltransferase (COMT) with increased risk factor for breast cancer. Taking into account, the role of COMT in the metabolism of otherwise carcinogenic catecholestrogens, it is reasonable to propose that environmental or dietary products that inhibit COMT pose a risk for breast cancer.